Sample Lessons Grade 3 Overview

Grade 3 Overview
FOCUS: H ERO (HonorableEffortsRenderedto Others)

HEROCESOFOURCOMMUNITY

This unit emphasizes the idea that heroes in literature and everyday life are
good citizens who behave in an honorable way and help others.

Key | deas:

Heroes exemplify many of the qualities of agood citizen.

Heroes often are ordinary people who do extraordinary things.
Heroes sometimes are not acknowledged.

Accounts of heroes can be found in both fiction and nonfiction books.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:
» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
» awaysdo their personal best.

Lessons:
1. Heroes; The Literature Connection
2. Tall-Tale Heroes
3.  Ordinary Heroes
4. Interviewing aHero

Culminating Activities:

Hero Celebration:
Have a picnic with hero sandwiches to honor community heroes.

Hall of Heroes:
Develop adisplay on school wallsusing student-made postersthat may include hand-
drawn picturesor photographsof heroes.
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Book Report:
Students make an oral report using a graphic organizer to explain the books
they haveread. Example: Have students use a comparison grid to contrast the
main charactersin two books. Students should use the grid to address the
following questions:

What qualitiesof agood citizen doesthischaracter have? Students, with the help of
theteacher, should identify the qualitiesof ahero.

Comparison Grid - Example:

Character 1 Character 2
yes | no yes
GOOD CITIZENS: GOOD CITIZENS:

e respectauthority; *  respectauthority;

* arehonestand  arehonestand
truthful; truthful;

e takepersona *  takepersond
respongbility for responsbility for
family and family and
community; community;

« dwaysdother » adwaysdother
personal best personal best

HEROES HEROES

*  havecourage; *  havecourage,

e doextraordinary e doextraordinary
things things

*  hepother people *  helpother people

Other Options. Have studentsusean art medium toillustrate booksthey haveread.
Cirriculum Connections:
Activitiesinthisunit will help studentsto attain academic standardsin:
Social Studies (Grade 3)
Civic | deals and Practice - Students will:

Exerciseresponsbility by working together in groupsto plan and carry out projects
and activities.
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Sample Lessons Grade 3 Overview

English/Language Arts (Grades 3-5) - Students will:

Exhibit apogitiveattitudetoward language and learning through:

»  sHecting reading materia sfrom classroom librariesand school library
mediacenters.

»  discussing and recommending printed materialsto others.

* ligeningwith enjoyment to storytelling.

Select and apply effective strategiesfor reading, including making comparisonsand
predictionsand drawing conclusions.

Comprehend developmentally appropriate materias, including stories.

Select and usedevel opmentally appropriate strategiesfor writing, including using
literatureasonestimulusfor writing.

Writefor different purposesand audiences producing avariety of forms, including
logsof ideasand information, responsesto literature, and listsand charts.

Communicateorally with peopleof al agesby contributing to classdiscussonsand
collaboratingingroups.

OO0y
Citizen
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Sample Lessons Grade 3 Lesson One

Grade 3 Lesson One

Heroes. The Literature
Connection

In this lesson, students will learn to recognize the qualities of heroes found in
literature selections and then develop their own “Recipe for a Hero.”

Key | deas:

»  Heroesexemplify the qualities of agood citizen.
*  Accountsof heroes can be found in both fiction and nonfiction books.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:
»  takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
o awaysdotheir personal best.

Objectives.

Studentswill :

*  exploreheromoddsthroughliterature.

*  beabletoidentify characteristicsof ahero.

»  connect thequalitiesof heroeswith those of good citizens.

I ntroductory Activity:

Have studentsbrainstormalist of qualitiesthey think ahero should possess. Display the
list on an overhead projector, chalkboard, or chart paper. Then read ashort story or
poem that demonstratesthe qualitiesof aherototheclass.

Core Activities:

Discuss and list the attributes of the hero in the story.
Usethefollowing questionsto stimulate student discussion:

*  Why wasthe character ahero?

What made the character react in this manner?

How did the character'sactions changethe situation?

Isthis character agood citizen? Why or why not?

What isadefinition of ahero?

Help studentsto create arecipefor ahero. (Seeexamplebelow.)
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RecipeforaHero

3teaspoonsof kindness

2 cupsof bravery

A sprinkle of perseverance

Combinekindnesswith bravery and perseverance. Mix well.

Encourage studentsto add their own ingredientsand directions.

Additional |deas;

1. Wiriteacharacter sketch or draw apicture about the herointhe story read to the
class.

2. Cooperatively rewritethestory with adifferent ending.

3.  Writeastory or draw a picture showing what would happen if the hero charac-
ter didn’t exist.

4. Form groups of three and have students create a character sketch of their hero
by creating a graphic organizer or visual representation. Have groups support
their work by finding evidence from the literary work that demonstrates that the
character meetsthe class definition of “hero.”

Evaluation/Assessment:

The students will sharetheir recipeswith apartner and discuss whether any of
these recipes would match characters from selected books that students are reading.
Assessment can also be carried out by evaluating finished student products or
projects, through observation and recording of student participation, and through
student self-evaluation. Students should be evaluated on the basis of their ability to
give examples of how their “ingredients’ are important qualitiesfor ahero.

Home Connection:

Send aletter to students' familiesexplaining theHERO unit. Discussitsconnectionto
literatureand citizenship. Relate activitiesthat you will bedoing throughout

the unit. Send home student work, such as the “ Recipe for aHero.” Some
students might check out books about favorite heroes to read at home and discuss
with parents.

Resources:

Books on heroes to be read to the class by the teacher.

Listsof appropriate biographiesand other booksfor the studentsto select fromthelibrary.
Recipecardsfor students.

Information packet for parents.
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Sample Lessons Grade 3 Lesson Two

Grade3 Lesson Two

Tal-TaeHeroes

In this lesson, students examine the qualities of heroes in tall tales.
Key | deas:

*  Heroesexemplify the qualities of agood citizen.
*  Heroescanbefoundinfictional storiesand books.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:
» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
» awaysdo their personal best.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

*  review the characteristics of a hero that they developed in the previous |esson.

*  continue to explore the literature connection through fictional stories and books.
» comparethequalitiesof heroeswith the qualities of agood citizen.

I ntroductory Activity:

Review the characteristics of ahero developed in Lesson One. Read atall-taleor fable
that demonstratesheroic qualitiesto theclass. “PecosBill” or “Paul Bunyan and Babethe
Blue Ox” would be possiblechoices. Insomecommunities, thereare storytellerswho
might visit theclassand tell tall talesor hero stories. Students can compare heroeswho
actualy lived but have been assigned legendary qualities, such asDavy Crockett and
Danid Boone, withtall-taleheroes.

CoreActivities:

1. Discussthequalitiesof heroesfoundin atall tale.

2. Discusswith children the aspects of the story that makeit a“tall tale.” What
parts of the tall tale do they think were not real? List al responses. Arethere
tall tales being told today?

3. Ask studentsto consider whether the hero of the tale was a good citizen or not.
If so, what qualities made him or her agood citizen. Inwhat ways did these
heroesdo their personal best and take personal responsibility for family
and community?
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4. Makea"tdl-talehero” collageusing newspaper and/or magazinepictures. An
aternativeactivity might beto usean actual photograph and add featuresthat will
createatall-talehero.

Additional Ideas:

1. Children might compare and contrast atall-tale hero in Lesson Two with anon-
fiction heroin Lesson One.

2. Children might address questions about heroes, such as: How does ahero
behave? Could you become a hero?

3. Childrenmight createacrest or shield for their hero. Onthecrest or shield, students
will includecitizenship characteristicstheir hero possesses. Wordsand picturesmay
be used to completethe shield.

4. Comparefolk songswithtall talesand other folk talesin their depictionsof heroes.

Comparisons could be donewith acomparison grid or matrix.

Evaluation/Assessment:

1.
2.
3

Finished productsfrom activities.

Eval uation of participation/contributions.

Children may pair with each other and talk about the characteristicsof fictional and
tall-taleheroes. Children cantell each other the citizenship characteristicsfromthe
storiesthat they would like to possess.

Following discussionin pairs, have each student write about the rel ationship between
heroism and good citizenship by completing phrasessuch as“Today | learned ...”; “I
now realizethat ...”; or “l wonder if ...".

Home Connection:

Keep parentsinformed of the purpose of this|esson and the activitiesinvolved.
Some parents might want to try the following activities at home:

Children might collect tall talesfrom their parentsor grandparentsto sharewiththe
class.

Some parents might wish to take their child to the public library to find
additional hero talesto read.

Families might collect pictures or storiesfrom newspapers or magazines
about heroes to make a hero scrapbook.

Resources:

Literaturesdlections
Collagematerids
School/County/State L ibraries
Sorytdler

Community members
Newspapersand Magazines
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Sample Lessons Grade 3 Lesson Three

Grade3Lesson Three
Ordinary Heroes

This lesson involves students in recognizing the qualities of “ordinary heroes,”
people in their own communities and families.

Key | deas:

*  Heroesexemplify many qualitiesof agood citizen.
»  Often, heroes are ordinary people who do extraordinary things.
*  Heroes are sometimes not acknowledged.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

e respectauthority.

* arehonestandtruthful.

» takepersond respongbility for obligationsto family and community.
o awaysdotheir personal best.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

*  review characteristics of ahero.

»  continueto explore the literature connection through fictional stories and books.
* comparethe qualities of heroeswith the qualities of good citizens.

* learnto recognize contributions good citizens/heroes make to their community.

I ntroductory Activity:

Ask childrento nameaheroin their family, neighborhood, community, or school. Ask
them to draw or bring picturesof their heroesto sharewith the classand explain why the
personsare heroesto them. Begin atwo or three-page* scrap book” of construction
paper stapled or laced together with yarn. Have children put their picturesinthe scrap
book to take home.
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Core Activities:

Divide children into small groupsto discuss what they think are the qualities of a
hero. Ask groupsto share their comments with the whole class. Brainstorm alist of
people children think are heroesin their own communities. Ask students to consider
where they could find out about community heroes. Have students write on the
followingtopics

*  Couldyoubeahero?

*  What qualitiesdo you havethat would help you to beahero?

*  Areheroesawaysfamous? Why or why not?

Additional | deas:

1. Createwiththeclassaword poemusing adjectivesor phrasesthat describeahero.
For Example:
Kind,
Compassionate,
Loyd,
All that | want to be.
Smart,
Brave,
Hones,
All thesethings| see
Inmy hero,
My dad.
2. Workingwith apartner, studentswill createaword poem for their own hero or
heroes.

Evaluation/Assessment:

1. Finished products: scrapbooks, student writing.

2. Student participationin classdiscussonand activities.

3. Havestudentsfinishthesephrases. “Heroismis...”; “Beingagood citizenislikebeing
anordinary “hero” because...”; and “1 know I’m being agood citizenwhen ...”

Criteriafor successful participation should be discussed with students before each
activity. For example, in discussionswith the class you might establish that the
scrapbook should have at least one picture or photo, that everyone should make at
least one contribution to the brainstorming activity, that the writing assignment
should respond to all three questions, and that they should completeall the phrases.
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Sample Lessons

Grade 3 Lesson Three

Home Connection:

Keep parentsinformed of the purpose of thislesson and theactivitiesinvolved. Some
parents might want to encourage studentsto do thefollowing activitiesat home:

Continuethe scrapbook project beguninclass.

Make afamily heroes scrapbook for your family.

Make acommunity heroes scrapbook for your community.

Interview afamily hero.

Make atrading card of a hero. On the front, draw a picture or paste on a photo-
graph of the person. On the back, list qualities that make that person a hero and
agood citizen.

Resources:

Construction paper, yarn, and gluefor scrapbooks
Markers/crayons

Note cardsto maketrading cards

L ocal newspaper
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Grade 3 Lesson Four

Grade 3 Lesson Four
Interviewing aHero

In this lesson, students identify persons in the school or community who are
“heroes” and role models. Some “near by” heroes might be invited to visit the
class.

Key | deas:

*  Heroesexemplify many quaditiesof agood citizen.
*  Heroesare ordinary people who do extraordinary things.
*  Heroes are sometimes not acknowledged.

Key Connections to Citizenship Education:

Good citizens:

e respectauthority.

*  arehonestandtruthful.

» takepersonal responsibility for obligationsto family and community.
o awaysdotheir personal best.

Objectives:

Studentswill:

* identify heroesinthecommunity.

* interview “near by” heroes.

» comparethe qualities of heroeswith the qualitiesof good citizens.

I ntroductory Activity:

Working with children, create alist of peoplewho the children consider to be heroesin
their family, school, neighborhood, or community. For eachindividua named, createalist
of reasonswhy thispersonisconsidered ahero. Can each of these personsaso be
considered agood citizen? Review each person named and place acheck-mark by those
who a so are considered to be good citizens.

CoreActivities:
Drawing fromthechildren’screated list of “near by” heroes, contact asmall number of
them andinvitethem to speak totheclass. Beforevisitorscometo class, have students
work in groups of threeto develop oneto three questionsthey want to ask. Discussand
rehearsethe questions students select from the small group work.
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Samplelnterview Questions:

Who wasyour hero and why?
Who madeadifferenceinyour life?
Did being ahero bring changesinyour life?
What qualitiesdo you think ahero has?
What advice could you give usfor being good citizens?
Would you change anythinginyour life? Why/Or why not?

Additional ldeas:

1. Makepostersof aneighborhood hero. Display completed postersin the school.
2. Createalinegraph, bar graph, or tally chart of common qualities found
in heroes.

Evaluation/Assessment:

1. Finished products.

2. Student participationinclassactivities.

3. Sdf-evauation: Studentsmight writedown the stepsthey need to taketo become
better citizensintheir family, school, or community.

Home Connection:

Keep parents informed of the purposes of thislesson and the activitiesinvol ved.
Some parents may want to encourage children to continue projects. At home,
childrenmight:

e continuetheir hero scrapbook.

*  makeaposter of their herofor the*Hero Hall of Fame” display or for their room.
*  developtheir own home project and sharetheir work with the classat school.

Resources:

Poster board.

L ocal newspaper.

Markers/crayons to make poster.
Scrapbook or paper to make a scrapbook.
Community resource persons.
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